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head of the department ¢ their opinions
"on the tubject as to whether it ahould be passed
or not. S

Mr. WILSON. { s anxiocus to get through
with sa meny bl as'I ean to-night, sud if
gentlemen deaire fime to think of this matter 1
will let this Bl Tie over. :

Mr. GRIMEBS. That is the right way.

Mr. WILAON, Ael heve it many
other billy that I wish to disposs of this even-
ing if péasibie, I will let this bill go over for

the t.

I‘Eo PRESIDENT pro jempore. The bill
will be laid aside if thers be no-objection.

' ABOLITION OF PEONLGE.

Mr. WILSON, T now eall up the hill {B.
No. 543) to abolish and forevar prohibit the
system of pecnage in the Territory of New

exico and other paria of the United Statea.

The motion was & to; and the Senste,
as in Committes of the Whole, procesded to
cousider the bifl.

Mr. WILSON. I hare an amenodment to
offer to the bill in two pectiona, as a substitate
for the eotire bill. Ido not think it necessary,
therefora, to read the original bill, bui merely
the smendment, which is more carefully drawn.

The PRESIDENT tempore. The read-
ing of the original bill will be dispensed with
if there be no ohjection. )

Mr. WILSON. I move to strike out all of
the bill after the enscting clause, and to insert
the following in lieu thereof:

That the holdiog of sny peraon to sorvics or labor
under the system known a2 peonage is hereby de-
claredto beuniawful, nad thesameis horeby Rbolisbed

and forsver probibited in the Territory of New Mex-
ico, or in any other Territory or State of the United
States; sod all lawe, resclutions, orders, regulstions,

wa of the Twrritory of N ioo, ur of
cru.nl% RITY e'hg N O“fi.gz

ment from the head nf#:zumn and the
it

other Tarritary or Staie of the Uit

have herstofore u.;.sbl.had.-mm{,un or apdoroed,

or by virtne of which any attemp? shall hareafter be
eptabHek, maintaln, or enfoerse ty or

» o T .
indirneily, the voluntary or involunimry servica or

Isher of any persons aa_pesns, iom of any
d-crtoro‘bhgui_nn. of Qt,.har'ip_;go..md the iame are
hereby, declared =af amd woid: and noy person or
perse b bold, azxes, or ) or oo to
oe hel ar_reiornad, or im any manner aid
in the arrest or ratarn of PETSOL OT PEFSODE fo &
condition of pesmage, o bonvietion, be

pished by fine not lass then $1:600 nor mers than

U
EA‘).GDO sod by imprisonmoept oot lem than oue nor more
thandve ¥ or both, st the dincration of the aonrt.

Sec. 2 And be it A nacted, Thatitshali bethe
duty of all persons in the mifitary of civil servies in
the Territory of New Mexioo to aid is the enforoe-
ment of the foregoing #ection of this act; and any
persgn or persons who shall ot or sttempt to
obstruct, or in any way iaterfere with or prevent the
ooforeoment of this set, shal] be liable to the paine

ond penaities hereby provided: and apy offiver or

olber person in the military servics of the United
Btates who shaliso ofend, direetly or jndirsetly, shall,
on conviction before acourt-martial, bedishonorab
dismissed the service of the United States, and shall
thereafter baineligible to resppointment to any effico
of trust, homor, or profit under the Government.

Mr. DAVIS. Iwill thank the mover of this
bill to inform the Senate what this thing calied
peonaga is; to give us & clear, guccinct, and
comprehensible definition of the term.

Mr. WILSON. 1t is & conditicn of modi-
fied servitude, which we have ioherited from
Mexico, Itexists in New Mexico at thix time,
the only part of the coontry where I know it
does exist. In some eases it is volantary, but
in mom cases fercible. - In the r towns it
is disappearing, but in & portion of the country
it atill exists; and what is more, officers of the
United States, militaty and civil, have been
carrying it out. The objeet of this bill is to
arrest it, to make it the duty of the civil and
military officers of the United States in the
Territory to put an end to the system and not
support it. A report was made by ome of
the officers of the Qovernment, one of the
Indian agents, to the Imdinn Buresn, showing
how persons wers held inservice; that officers
of the Unjted States held these persons in
service; and that Colonel Davis, under the
direction of General Carleton, had undertaken
to enforce this law or custom in New Mexico.
We intend by thie bill to put =n end to the
system, Itisa eystem of modified servitnde
which is carried on to & great extent in New

Mexico, snd especially to a lamentable axtant
with the Indians. A t many Indians sre
esi[tured and foreibly lEeId in servitude,

r. DAVIS, The Benator says that itis s
system of ‘modified servitude, sometimes vol-
untary snd eometimes involantary. I soppose
that to the extent that it is voluntary there is
no necessity and no power on the pard of Con-
gress L0 interfere wi&oit. - Bat how far and to
what extent is it volontary? The system of
apprenticeship is & servitude, and an involon-
tary servitude, I have seen a grest deml of

neral statement about peonage in Mexico,

ut I have never yet met with any precise defi-
nition ef it giving me s fair ides of what it was,
I admit that my want of information on the
subject has not been supplied much by the
explanation of the Senator. In what form is
i{ invoiontery to what extent; what are the
rightmof the peos, and what are the rights of
the man who claims hia services? How com it
be terminated? I suppose all theseé are matters
that are governed by the system itself. Ithink
we are abont to legislate on a subject that we
know very little about ; at least thatiamy case.

Mr. LANE. By the laws of Merico which
were existing in New Mexico at the time of
the conguest peonage was established. The
system was gimply this, a3 T understand it:
tgat where a Mexican owed a debt his credijor
had & right to his labor and services until that
debt was paid. The debtor became a domestis
servant, and he and his family were supported
by the creditor, and the peomage never endod
until the debt was discharged. It waaa kind of
servitude for debt, whieh muaittee thought
was igcomsistent with omr instilmtions. L
simEly say by this bill that peonwge shall be
Bis legal meaas of olooiug hia Gebr buy be

masas of collect is de at he
ehail not hold the peon in alavery, .I uader-
stand slso that by this syatem the creditor nst
only had & right by an involuntary process to
ﬂie labor of the peon, but the debior if he
€ might beoome the servant of the cred-
itorand serve until the debt was paid.- A very
small debt with the interest, where the pesn
han & family o sopport and ﬂle-cnrl.ltorl#-
porta him, amounts to & servitede for lifs. [
now simply say that the ereditor in New Mexico
shall have all the means of collecting their
debts known to the law, but that peonage or
servitnde far debt ghall cesse. 'l‘fst is the
whole of it :

Mr. DAVIS., Well, Mr. Precident, I have
been for a good many yeam of my life 10 about
the same state of slavery that my friend from
Indiane represents the peous of Mexico to have
been ; I have owed considerable debts and I
have worked mighty hard to pay them. All
the proceeds of my labor went to the payment
of my debts, and I had not the advantage which
the geon has; the creditor was not sopporting
me during the time I was laboring to discharge
my debta; I had to support myself.

I rather think this matter might as well be
postponed till the dth of March. I believe
every difficult question is proposed to be re-
ferred over to that time. I once heard of an
Irishman who stole an old woman’s turkey,
and be put it under his arm and was traveling
off pretty rapidly to make his escape with his
booty, She followed him some distance, bot
he outran ber. When she discovered that she
conld not overtake him, she said, “‘Oh, you
thief, never mind ; you will pay for this on the
day of judgment.” *‘Well, madam,” said he,
Lif LEou will trost me that loog I will take
snother.” [Laoghier.] I think we iay as
well trost this system of peonage till the 4th of
March, whea I suppose the honoreble Senator
from Massachusetts will have time to investi-
gate the whole Bubject, and to present it juat ag
it exists clearly to the Seunate, and inform un
what there is in it that deserves correction or
reformation, and what there iz in it that ought
to remain. I think this feature of & man's
working to pay the debta that he awes to his
creditors, in & modified form st least, ought to
exint.

Wr. W N, Idonotde the Nens-
o 'm'ueeoinfwhli!‘!
to what : ‘in New Mexico or Mexioo
or enywhere else I o not desire to take up

time in deﬁningﬁf’ a8t 33, It is simply » sys-
tem of slavery, as T3 L modiiedps AYELY.
The creditor cannot s68-E yanm, but be hol
hin !el::;im a '?e syatam n of the most
wretic and degrading d din
alithet elasa of popalation. ' Toh&larper towns

in New Mexico they are getting” dgmanipated
from it, and the peons are baingm by
N he Sepi wmp-%ln
T. . the Senstor e
one moment, I will asy that the erediter Wea-
uot sel} the pean, but E\a ean trancfer dint Yokt
a3 he would a mule or % horse and give Kixwde
vices to anybody else. It is s myntem'of pérk:
dom worse than the Russian systens ever-wak:
Mr. COWAN. If he sesigna Wim ia &t not
ob & considerstion? T
Mr. LANE. Certainly. - - )
Mr. WILSON. The o!_her\h!m ealleagus
read from s report of ohe of'th oﬁvcarl of the
Indian Boresu an accomt of the stute of ﬁuﬁn
in New Mezien. Thatofficer ;?-uwdu ]
Government the importancs p mpt action
in this matter; that s :inmm persons
were held in that condition; thet the yystéw
exints in ah.rﬁporl:ion of New Mexioo, and
iz in force to-day. It ha¥ disappeared in ‘the
large towne, and peons who once worked for
two or tléree dollars 1: month are now lmt;e o
command respectable wages, to support their
families, eievate themaslves, and iinpayve thely
gondifion, It ia:dertainly a monrﬂmul
system. It applieamot to adgro %k'@ white
men ; and while I hava th the tiegto,
1 believe & white man is a4 good ms uﬁ%
knd while I bave been -api negro slav
I am ahw sgaingt shavery of thivki fori%
men. 1 we shall pit the BNY dn 'Y
sage, dndef i:l.s‘\rv.!‘n;t:o ubt good fesalts ‘wil
w S . et -

Mr. FOOLITTLE. Fwill siats fof'thé ipforis-
ation of the Seaate that exkiliing dth
the Indian affiifs of New Mexios, a2 s mem-
Yrex of the committes on thaf sibject,

[

o B Mot "“of which
the Present Presiding - wie alno » mem-
ber, we pome tadtimony bearing on
is state of affairs in the Territory of New
Mexico. It sppeared, I {hink, from iy best
recollection vn‘l.{ont now reading from the re-
rt, that it was believad there were aboot two
ousand of the Nevajo and Ute' Indikng who
were held i;anew Heﬂiloa as domestic servits
inn atate of bon or & . avajors,
& large and powerinl tribe :ﬂndiau, namber-
ing nearly ten thousand, had been almost ton-
stantly at war with the Mexicans; and it will
be remembered that & majority of the Mexicans
are of Iadian blood, with mome Spanish biood
intetmsixed. These wers had comtinoed for
hundreds of years probably. They were raid-
ing upon each other, stealing each other's
flocks and herds, and sealing each other's
women and children. The exicans, it is
aaid, rather got the adventage of the Navajoes
in the namber of women and childree, bot the
Navajoea Eot the advantage of the Mexicansin
stealing aheep and cattle, and ronning them
off into their fastnesses. The sum sod sub-
stance of the testimony was that probably there
wera abont two thousand Indians held in New
Mexico under this aystem. But, mir, you will
recollect the testimony of Judge Benedict, the
chief justice of the Territory. He stated that the
question having{n.riaen before the United States
court in New Mexico upon a hebeas corpus, t
was decided that these persons were free, ditd
the coort had discharged them upon Mt
corpus. The court had decided that there was
no power in the law of New Mexico which
would hold & person sgainst hik ¥ill"in servi-
tnde; but he stated thet af & pr_n.ptical fact
these persous remained jn the families and in
the service of their forsver measters or employ-
ers. Not knowing thsir Tights, not being in a
position to go into gaurt to mssery their rights,
or not baving a desire to do so, they were gen-




