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The Honorable Marsha J. Pechman

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON -

AT SEATTLE
ROGER W. KNIGHT, ) NO. CV07-0738
Plaintiff, RESPONSE IN OPPOSITION TO
PLAINTIFF'S MOTION FOR
V. PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION

DAVID J. BROWNE, Investigations
Manager, Department of Licensing Board
of Registration for Professional Engineers
and Land Surveyors, ELIZABETH
LUCE, Director of the Department of
Licensing, CHRISTINE GREGOIRE,
Governor of Washington, and BRUCE J.
DOBBS, Professional Engineer,

Defendants.

L. RELIEF REQUESTED

Defendants David J. Browne, Elizabeth Luce, and Christine Gregoire request that this
Court DENY Plaintiff’s Motion for Preliminary Injunction because Plaintiff has failed to
demonstrate he is entitled to an injunction.
IL. FACTS
The Board of Registration for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors (the Board)

is established under of the Revised Code of Washington, Chapter 18, Title 43. RCW 18.43
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was enacted “in order to safeguard life, health, and property, and to promote the public
welfare” by requiring those who practice engineering within the State of Washington to hold
a license and to be qualiﬁed to practice. RCW 18.43.010. RCW 18.235.150 gives the Board
the power to “investigate complaints concerning practice by unlicensed persons of a
profession or business for which a license is required.”

The Board cdnsists of seven members who are appointed by the Governor. RCW
18.43.030. The Board’s program, which includes its executive director, deputy executive
director, investigators and licensing staff, is supported by the Department of Licensing
(Department). Defendant David J. Browne (Browne) works for the program, and is the
investigative manager for the Board. Defendant Elizabeth Luce (Luce) is the Director of the
Department. The Board acts independently of the Department and issues its own final
orders. RCW 18.43, RCW 18.235. Defendant Christine Gregoire (Gregoire) is the Governor
of the State of Washington. The Governor’s role in overseeing the Board is in removing
members for “misconduct, incompetency, or neglect of duty” and in appointing new
members. RCW 18.43.030.

Plaintiff Roger W. Knight (Knight) is not registered as a Professional Engineer with
the Board, rather he is registered with the Board as an Engineer in Training (EIT).
Declaration of Roger W. Knight in Support of Complaint (Knight Decl.), p. 2-3. It is not
disputed that Knight holds a degree in mechanical engineering from the University of
Washington, nor that he worked in engineering for Boeing for a period of years. Knight no
longer works for Boeing, and has since worked as a science fiction writer and a legal
assistant to attorneys. Knight Decl., p. 3.

Knight sent a letter, dated March 1, 2007, to the Senior Planner of the City of
Kenmore regarding the Proposed Shannon Ridge Development. He represented in that letter
that he had been “retained by the neighbors to evaluate engineefing proposal [sic] and to

make suggestions that would improve the project.” Knight Decl., Ex. D. Knight sent a
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